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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

This Amendment is responsive to the first Office Action (Paper No. 6) dated March 5, 
2002, for which a Response is/mie on Afcjl 4, 2002. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the\Restriction and submit that the asserted basis for the 
Restriction is insufficient. Accordingly, Applicants request that the Restriction be reviewed and 
modified for the reasons provided herewith. 
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The Examiner has stated that the application contains claims directed to the following 
patentably distinct species of the claimed invention: A) Group A (claims 19-24), drawn to a 
method for treating mucosal surfaces; B) Group B (claims 25-30), drawn to a method for 
treating wounds or burns; C) Group C (claim 31), drawn to a method of protecting a site in the 
oral cavity; and D) Group D (claim 32), drawn to a method for systemic delivery. 

Applicants respectfully disagree. The methods described in Groups A-D require the 
identical step of "applying an adherent film." As such, the processes employed in the claims are 
not materially different. Therefore, Applicants submit that the Restriction Requirement between 
Groups A-D is improper, and respectfully request that it be withdrawn. 

In the event mat Ae-Resfriction Requirement is maintained despite the above discussion, 
Applicants hereby elecKrroup Acclaims 19-24), directed to a method for treating mucosal 
surfaces, and the subspecies of hydroxypropy^^ polymef andX- 

a dhesive backing lay er polymer , sodi umcarboxymethylcellulose Qte bioadhesi ve polymer, 
(an>a v asoconstrictor as the pharma ceutical, with traverse. 

Applicants expressly reserve the right under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to file a divisional 
application directed to the nonelected subject matter during the pendency of this application, or 
an application claiming priority from this application. 

Applicants request examination of the elected subject matter on the merits. Furthermore, 
Applicants would like to bring to the Examiner's attention that claim 33 was canceled in a 
Preliminary Amendment submitted October 4, 2000. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the 
Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant petitions for 
any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Assistant Commissioner to 
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charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this 
document to Deposit Acconnr No OWV referencing docket no< 359872000810. However, 
the Assistant Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit 



Account. 

Dated: April 4, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: rb^*A>*-ZL 

^isa A. Amii 



Amii 

Registration No. 48,199 

Morrison & Foersterixp 

755 Page Mill Road 

Palo Alto, California 94304-1018 

Telephone: (650) 813-5616 

Facsimile: (650) 494-0792 
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